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News From the Grassroots:

Fighting Bad Immigration Bills

We celebrated a big victory this
month when state legislators rejected
almost all of the anti-immigrant laws
proposed this session.

Over the last two months we have
spoken out against a slew of anti-
immigrant laws moving through the
General Assembly and held six
events in Harrisonburg, Danville and
South Hampton Roads, Christopher
Newport University, College of
William and Mary and University of
Mary Washington. We stood up
against Arizona-style legislation
requiring local law enforcement to
ascertain the immigration status of

those arrested and taken into custody.

And we opposed a bill barring
undocumented residents from
attending a university in Virginia,
among many other harmful and
useless bills.

And we won!

Predatory Lending Stinks!

On Valentine's Day, we visited all
the offices of the Virginia House of
Delegates to hand out a one of a
kind valentine. We gave each
member their very own car air
freshener that says, "Predatory
Lending Stinks. Vote No On
SB1367." The scent was "fresh
linen" but it still cannot cover up the
stench of SB 1367 expanding
predatory lending. Unfortunately the
legislation passed the House and
Senate. Our friends at the Virginia
Poverty Law Center made a couple
changes to Virginia's tourism slogan
to reflect the new legislation:

Virginia Welcomes You. Get A Car
Title Loan. Walk Home.

It's simple. It's catchy. And it’s
accurate. Now that SB 1367 will be
law, those who have cars registered

in other states will have the
"privilege" of crossing the border
into Virginia to get a car title loan at
rates as high at 264%. That sure
beats a "Virginia Is For Lovers" t-
shirt!

Revenue: The Real Budget
Solution

Candace Graham, a member of our
Budget and Revenue Committee
gave a passionate testimony in a
subcommittee meeting against SB
1394, a bill that would allow money
from the General Fund to be used
for transportation, instead of health
care, public safety or education.

While the Senate and House fight
over the state budget, we are also
reminding folks that we need
progressive tax reform and new
revenue. WVTF public radio ran a
great story on our efforts this month.
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Supporting Wisconsin Workers

On February 23 we delivered a letter
to Governor Bob McDonnell,
criticizing his support of Wisconsin
Governor Scott Walker. Instead of
focusing on jobs or transportation,
our Governor spent his time recently
praising Governor Walker for his
attacks on Wisconsin workers. The
letter was signed by two dozen
Virginia organizations and labor
unions that spoke out about the need
to stand up for the workers who are
protesting nationwide. (Please visit
our website to see the letter.)

Now we are gathering petition
signatures in support of the historic
actions of hundreds of thousands of
workers in Wisconsin over the last
two weeks. Virginians need to carry
a message that is louder and clearer
than the one our Governor has been
sending. Across the nation,
politicians like Governor McDonnell
have waged a war on workers and
their rights. These proposals are sold
as “good for business” or “tough
choices” or about “shared sacrifice.”

We know none of this is true and let
us not mince words. These are
simply mean-spirited, politically
motivated, cynical attacks on
working people and they fuel a race
to the bottom that’s destroying our
middle class.

Please take one minute to stand in
solidarity with the working people of
Wisconsin. Please sign the petition

at: www.virginia-organizing.org

Our State Legislators Leave
Homeowners Vulnerable to
Mortgage Fraud

Members of Virginia Organizing,
Virginia Poverty Law Center and
other groups delivered 100 paper
towel rolls to House members
designed to make the point that
delegates should support SB 837 to
“wipe out” foreclosure fraud.

The paper towel rolls donned the
label “Virginia’s Foreclosure Process
is a Mess. Clean it Up. Vote Yes on
SB 837.” Unfortunately, the
legislation died in subcommittee
along with all other bills introduced
to protect Virginia’s homeowners.
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